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SUBSTANCE OF DISCUSSIONS | 
OF 

(STATE-JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MEETING 
HELD IN ROOM 20923, THE PENTAGON BUTLDING P 
OW FRIDAY, MAY 20, 1955 AT 11:30 a.m 4 
7 
PRESENT 
- 
Defense State eae 


Admiral Radford Mr. Murphy 
General Ridgway _ Mr. MacArthur 
General White Mr. Robertson 
Admiral Duncan Mr. Lyon 
Admiral Gardner Mr. Hemmendinger 
General Gavin . ; ; Mr. Stelle ee 
General Hogaboom Mr, Linebaugh : 
General Mathewson : i 
Captain Phillips NSC 
Colonel Wentworth . j 
General Gerhart’. Mr. Gleason | 
General Fox’ i, 
General Tate ~ CIA 
Admiral Brown | —s a4 
Mr. Sullivan” Mr, Amory : 
Mr. Hensel. . 4 
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the NSC paper was clear on this since it called for Homies ee ee and 
“forceful: action”. GENERAL RIDGWAY reiterated his belief that the 
instructions were not: sufficiently precise whereas “ADMIRAL RADFORD 
said again that ‘the field commander should infer from his instructions 
that he could use firepower. He also felt we could inform the British 
of our plans which involved limited military force. GENERAL RIDGWAY 
again said he felt we were evading our responsibility because the 
field commander: would not know whether he should march up to the 
barricade, try to tear it down, or start shooting. 

MAJOR GENERAL GERHART said that in the NSC Planning Board discussions 
of this point it had. been intended that the West would undertake a 
small probing action to test Soviet intentions. This did not necessarily 
mean the use of firepower. However, if after this test of intentions 
we determined that the Soviets would not reopen access to Berlin then 
the second step (paragraph i) would come into play and force would be 
used. ADMIRAL RADFORD said he thought this paragraph made the | 
intention explicit and clear, 

MR. MURPHY then asked if the Joint Chiefs could give us a brief 
outline of the meaning of "limited use of force" which we could give 
to the British and to the French also if they raise this question. 

GENERAL RIDGWAY stated that he would supply such an outline to 
Mr, Murphy. 
IIT. Recent MIG Incident 

MR. MURPHY opened the discussion of this subject by reading in 
full a briefing menorandum dated May 18 from Mr. Robertson to Mr. Murphy. 
Mr. Murphy then said there were two main points we wished to raise, 
First, when our planes are attacked and when, in the heat of battle, 
they overfly Chinese Communist territory, why do we not say so pabliolys 
Secondly, are some of these flights which are very near Chinese Com 


munist territory not umecessarily provocative, 
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_ ADAIR PADRORD ee with respect: to, the restrictions on WueES . 





es Planes ‘flys that the Limitation not to fly closer than 12 wiles , 
from the North Korean ‘coast also applied to the Chinese coast. ORNERAL 
WATE stated with respect to the first point raised by Mr. Marphy that 

the. Air. Foree and. Perens’ Departments had. admitted Shak a ah take 


x 


place in hot pursuit, wR. HEMMENDINGER pointed out, that such an admission 
was made with respect to wae incident previous tho the dast one but that 
in the last case ee fleld command did ae release this information. 

ADMIRAL RADFORD then referred to the difficulty when a plane is 
fired u upon of expecting. ‘the ptoe to look over the Bide and see exactly 
where he is, MR. ‘MORPHY stated that we fully appreciated this and that 
no pilot should be ‘expected to determine his exact location under such 
cireunstances or. ee overtly Chinese steak f or its territorial waters 
when he was being. attacked. fonsters we fev been placed in a difficult 
cise position Degause of ae aeonents whieh have Rest issued giving» ; 

different. versions of the Joeation of our. planes. _ADATRAL RADFORD agreed 
_ this was deplorable and ee. someone had doubtless been careless. MR. 
aENSEL opined that it would be: more pia kenast net to Ebve out the 
coordinates and SORES NEE agreed | that’ it would be better merely to 
give the general area. MR. MURPHY agreed. that in | future public statements 
we would merely statedthat the planes were over intemational waters and 
that we would Limit information about location to the general area, Apart 
from this aspect of the matter, however, he wondered if: the flights were 
not unnecessarily provocative. GENERAL WHITE said the planes had conpined 
with their instructions and were 18 miles from the Chinese coast. 

ADMTRAL RADFORD stated the JCS would instruct field commanders not 
to issue statements about such incidents without getting all their ducks 
in a row. MR. ROBERTSON said he felt this was most important and pointed 
out that we are at the moment on the record publicly as being wrong on 


the coordinates with respect to our planes in the last incident. MR. HENSEL 
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elaborated on: this point and UR. MURPHY. noted that INCRE and crneune 
| one aittersd: in. their statements given out: dn. the Far ‘Bast. on the hae ; 
location’.of” tie planes. MR. MURPHY urged, that we avoid public. statements 
until the facts are clear. - ADMIRAL RADFORD said field commanders would 
be instructed along these lines and that. these. instructions will be 
cleared with ae Department of State. 


MR... ROBERTSON sate that while he could not properly angus 


regarding, or. evaluate the military significance of,. the flights, he 


Hone eet eee wondered, whether flig ghts wate came 50 close to Chinese 





pete nory, wore. not at. this, time somewhat contrary to the Presi dent's 
policy. of avoiding Brovocative incidents. with the ‘Chinese Communists. 
Are we not putting ‘he President on the spot in this respect? 
ADMIRAL RADFORD replied that he and nee Twining had discussed 
these , flights with the President and that the President is fully _ 
acquainted: with these operations. MR, ROBERTSON said this fully 
| answered his aise ion . 
TIT. NSC 
At the conclusion of the items covered by the agreed agenda, 
’ ADMIRAL RADFORD inquired as to the status of action with respect to the 
NNSC. There was general discussion of this matter and MR. ROBERTSON, 
in response to one specific comment of Admiral Radford's, made it clear 
that Foreign Secretary MacMillan, in the Secretary's recent discussion 
with him in Paris, had fully understood and sympathized with our views 
and agreed that something should be done about the NNSC. 
It was agreed that State would again press the British and French 
for an answer to our proposals and that the JCS would immediately 
initiate action to declassify the military information with respect to 


Communist violations of the armistice (previously given to the Ambassadors 
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